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COMM 5640 
Rhetorical Studies in Ancient Greece, 
Ancient Greece in Rhetorical Studies 
 

Mark Hlavacik 
Mark.Hlavacik@unt.edu 
Office – 320A GAB 
Hours – MW 2-4PM

Course Description 
As its title suggests, this seminar has two 
complementary modes. First, we will explore a 
collection of writings on rhetoric and rhetoric-
related issues from ancient Greece. We will read 
these in their English translations and in an order 
that, to a degree, simulates their exploration by 
twentieth century rhetoric scholars, specifically in 
the communication studies tradition. This first 
half of the course will ideally impart a 
foundational familiarity with rhetorical tradition of 
ancient Greece as well as the means by which 
contemporary scholars break it up into its parts. 
Second, we will read a series of five monographs 
of rhetorical scholarship from the past quarter 
century, all of which take on the ancient Greek 
rhetorical tradition as a central part of their 
scholarly contribution. Using our preceding encounter with the words of the ancients, we will work collectively 
to build an understanding of how the Greek intellectual tradition lives on in rhetorical studies across both 
communication and English. 
 
To match these two modes of inquiry, this seminar requires two major assignments. The first, and smaller, is a 
lesson plan that makes use of ancient Greek rhetorical tradition to teach undergraduate students a set of 
rhetorical concepts. This lesson plan is due at the close of the first half of the seminar. Everyone will share 
their lesson plans in a discussion and then in a document so that we can all enhance our teaching of the 
tradition. The second major assignment is a seminar paper. Like the lesson plans, the seminar papers for this 
course must make use of the ancient Greek rhetorical tradition, but how they do so in each case is up for 
negotiation. In order to aid in the design of seminar papers we will read a group of contemporary articles as 
well as some professionalization texts concerning the academic writing process. 
 
Overall, this course has two goals. The first is to familiarize everyone, in an introductory manner, with the 
rhetorical tradition in the place of its origin. Everyone should leave with an ability to discuss the origins of 
rhetorical inquiry in the Western world with an emphasis on its most enduring controversies. Secondly, 
everyone should leave this course with a strong sense of what contemporary rhetorical scholarship looks like 
when it makes direct use of the ancient Greek tradition. 
 
Course Materials 
 
Required Texts 

•   Crick, Nathan. Rhetoric and Power: The Drama of Classical Greece. Columbia: University of South 
Carolina Press, 2014. 

•   Farrell, Thomas. Norms of Rhetorical Culture. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995. 
•   Glenn, Cheryl. Rhetoric Retold: Regendering the Tradition from Antiquity to the Renaissance. 

Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1997. 
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•   Hawhee, Debra. Bodily Arts: Rhetoric and Athletics in Ancient Greece. Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 2005. 

•   Hawhee, Debra. Rhetoric in Tooth and Claw: Animals, Language, Sensation. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2016. 

•   Johnstone, Christopher Lyle. Lisening to the Logos: Speech and the Coming of Wisdom in Ancient 
Greece. Columbia: South Carolina University Press, 2009. 

•   Kennedy, George A., trans. On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse. London: Oxford University 
Press, 2006. 

•   Norlin, George, trans. Isocrates II: On the Peace. Areopagiticus. Against the Sophists. Antidosis. 
Panathenaicus. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1929. 

•   Peters, John Durham. Speaking Into the Air: A History of the Idea of Communication. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2001. 

•   Sprague, Rosamund Kent. The Older Sophists. Cambridge, MA: Hackett, 2001. 
•   Waterfield, Robin, trans. Phaedrus. London: Oxford University Press, 2009. 
•   Zeyl, Donald J. trans. Gorgias. Cambridge, MA: Hackett, 1987. 

 
Suggested Course Texts 

•   University of Chicago Press, The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2010). 9780226104201. 

 
Course Assignments 
The following are rough descriptions of each of the assignments. More specific requirements will be made 
available during class. None of the assignments in COMM 5640 are optional. If a student does not complete 
and submit any of the assigned work for COMM 5640, he or she will fail the course. 
 
Participation (15%) 
Participation is an evaluation of each student’s contributions to the classroom. Simply being present in the 
classroom is a requirement of COMM 5640 and not a contribution to it. Students’ contributions can come in the 
form of, but are not limited to: speaking in class, insightful commentary on the required readings, bringing in an 
example for class discussion, performing exemplary work which can be modeled by other students, asking or 
answering questions, and attending office hours as necessary. 
 
Ancient Greek Rhetoric Lesson Plan (20%) 
Each seminarian will create a lesson plan teaching a rhetorical concept from one of our primary source 
readings for an undergraduate classroom. These lessons should be designed for a specific classroom context, 
for example, a public speaking class session covering delivery or an introduction to communication studies 
class session teaching the divisions of the discipline. Each lesson plan must incorporate pieces of the original 
primary source text and include some sort of assessment, formal or informal. In other words, the students must 
do something—like engage in a group activity, write, or speak—that can be assessed by the teacher to 
determine the degree to which they have mastered the content of the lesson plan. A premium will be placed on 
creativity and the likelihood that the lesson plan would actually engage undergraduate students. The end 
product of this assignment should be a one or two-page lesson plan designed in such a way that a colleague 
could be pick it up the day before teaching, read it, and execute the lesson. Each student will be asked to 
briefly walk the class through his or her lesson plan the day they are due and each student should be copies of 
their lesson plan for everyone in the class, so that the entire class leaves with a small stack of teaching ideas. 
 
Seminar Paper Introduction (5%) 
We will talk about the form of a good article introduction in class. Each student will be asked to turn in a first 
draft of his or her introduction demonstrating a sense of the form and argument of the budding seminar essay. 
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First Draft of Seminar Paper (15%) 
You must turn in a first draft of your seminar paper, because our existence is imperfect and all too finite. 
 
Peer Reviews of Seminar Papers (5%) 
When first drafts of the seminar papers are due, students will pair into groups of two and provide written 
reviews of their colleague’s work. 
 
Seminar Paper Presentation (10%) 
Each student will present his or her seminar paper as a ten-minute conference presentation at our final 
meeting. Depending on the number students ultimately enrolled in COMM 5640, we will likely break into 
panels. 
 
Final Seminar Paper (30%) 
Your final seminar paper must make use of the ancient Greek rhetorical tradition in some substantial capacity. I 
expect that each student will negotiate just how he or she intends to do this by talking with me as necessary 
during the semester. The seminar paper should exemplify the habits of mature rhetorical scholarship, but might 
move in any of three directions: rhetorical theory, rhetorical criticism, or rhetorical history. I expect that the very 
best seminar papers will emerge from and advance the scholarly interests you bring with you to this seminar. 
Final papers must be 15-20 pages and formatted for journal submission. 
 
Course Policies 
Please note that the University of North Texas boasts several great resources for rhetorical humans: 

•   UNT Writing Lab (http://ltc.unt.edu/node/362) 
•   COMM Library (http://communication.unt.edu/research/library) 

As you find cause to seek help along the way in COMM 5640, do not forget that these are available to you. 
 
Guidelines for Submitting Assignments 
Chicago Manual of Style or Modern Language Association Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Get one. 
Read it. Do it. Alternatively or simultaneously, have a look at the submission page for Rhetoric & Public Affairs, 
the Quarterly Journal of Speech, and/or Rhetoric Society Quarterly. Even better, pick up the latest issue you 
can get your hands on of any of these, have a look how they are doing things these days, and then make your 
version double-spaced. 
 
Attendance 
Seminar participants are expected to approach attendance as professionals. Any absence aside from an 
emergency should be communicated in advance. Overall, absences should be minimal and explicable. In the 
unfortunate event that you face an emergency that is likely to remove you from class for an extended period, 
please get in contact with the Dean of Students office (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu). The Dean of Students 
office can provide you with support and options for managing your academic career during an extended 
emergency. 
 
Classroom Citizenship 
Scholarship is fundamentally a collective enterprise. Bear this in mind in all that you say and do. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Dishonesty of any kind is unacceptable in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, 
cheating, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of dishonesty by others, having unauthorized 
possession of examinations, submitting the work of another person, submitting work turned in for credit in a 
previous course, or tampering with the academic work of other students. Academic dishonesty will result in 
academic sanctions, which may include automatic failure of the course. For more complete information on 
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UNT’s procedures and policies regarding academic integrity, follow this link to check out your Student 
Handbook: http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf. 
 
Disability Access 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation website at: http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940-
565-4323. 
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Course Schedule 
Date Class Discussions and Activities Readings and Assignments Due 

R – 1/19 Introduction to the Course and Each 
Other 

Read: All on Blackboard. 
•  George Kennedy, excerpt from A New History of 

Classical Rhetoric 
•  Ed Schiappa, excerpt from The Beginnings of 

Rhetorical Theory in Ancient Greece 
•  John Poulakos, excerpt from Sophistical Rhetoric in 

Classical Greece 
R – 1/26 Ancient Greek Rhetoric, Episode III 

 
Read: 
•  Plato, The Phaedrus 
•  Plato, The Gorgias 

R – 2/2 Ancient Greek Rhetoric, Episode IV 
 

Read: Isocrates, Against the Sophists & Antidosis 

R – 2/9 Ancient Greek Rhetoric, Episode V 
 

Read: Aristotle, On Rhetoric 

R – 2/16 Ancient Greek Rhetoric, Episode I 
 

Read: Cheryl Glenn, Rhetoric Retold 

R – 2/23 Ancient Greek Rhetoric, Episode II 
 

Read: Rosamond Kent Sprague, The Older Sophists 

R – 3/2 Contemporary Essays & Lesson Plans 
 

Read: All on Blackboard. 
•  Michelle Kennerly, “The Mock Rock Topos” 
•  Debra Hawhee, “Looking Into Aristotle’s Eyes” 
•  Kelly Myers, “Metanoia and the Transformation of 

Opportunity” 
•  Nathan Crick & John Poulakos, “Go Tell Alcibiades” 
Present: Ancient Greek Rhetoric Lesson Plans 

R – 3/9 Academic Writing and Project Design Read: All on Blackboard. 
•  Jacque Barzun, excerpt from Simple & Direct 
•  John Gardner, excerpt from The Art of Fiction 
•  Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein except from 

They Say / I Say 
Due: Paper Introduction 

R – 3/16 SPRING BREAK NO CLASS 
R – 3/23 Classical Rhetoric and Postmodernity 

 
Read: Thomas B. Farrell, Norms of Rhetorical Culture 

R – 3/30 Classical Rhetoric and the Body 
 

Read: Debra Hawhee, Bodily Arts 

R – 4/6 Classical Rhetoric and the  
 

Read: Christopher Lyle Johnstone, Listening to the 
Logos 

R – 4/13 Classical Rhetoric and Media  Read: Nathan Crick, Rhetoric and Power 
 

R – 4/20 Classical Rhetoric and Animal Studies  Read: Debra Hawhee, Rhetoric in Tooth and Claw 
Due: Peer Review of Seminar Paper 

R – 4/27 Classical Rhetoric Panel 
 

Present: Seminar Paper 

M – 5/4  Due: Final Draft of Seminar Paper 
 


